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!!!!
 Dr Enrico Reginato, President!!!!!

Brussels 14th February 2014!!!!
Ms. Muriel Guin!
Head of Unit — Labour Law!
European Commission!
Employment, Social Affairs and Inclusion DG!
Email: empl-b2-unit@ec.europa.eu!!!
Subject: complaint registered under NIF 2013/4094!!!!
Dear Ms Guin!!
our FEMS Member ANAAO-Assomed informs us that the problem of application of the European Working 
Time Directive to Italian Hospital Doctors, in spite of the infringement procedure open by the EU Commission 
didn’t find any answer from the Italian Government.!!
The matter is not a simple bureaucratic decision for a minor problem.!
In a period, well considered by the Commission, of the cut to resources to the health sector in times of crisis, 
one of the most used methods to cut is the block of turnover of staff, doctors included. There is an obvious 
reduction of costs, but this cost is paid by the citizens and the workers. !!
In this specific case, Italian Hospital Doctors, without a proper coverage by the EWTD, are obliged to 
perform their activity far beyond the limits set by the directive.!!
The obvious product of this situation is on the quality of the doctors’ work: tiredness and lack of consideration 
for their work reduce their attention and dedication to their profession. The consequences impact on the 
patients health.!!
We renew the request to the Commission to intervene again on the Italian Government, applying the 
decisions that, in your previous documents, were postulated.!!
Best Regards!
Enrico Reginato! !!!!!!!!!! !!
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IP/14/159 

EUROPEAN COMMISSION 

PRESS RELEASE 

Brussels, 20 February 2014 

Working time: Commission refers Italy to Court for not 
respecting EU rules in public health services  

The European Commission has decided to refer Italy to the EU's Court of Justice for failing 
to apply correctly the Working Time Directive to doctors in public health services. 
Currently, Italian law deprives these doctors of their right to a limit on weekly working 
hours and to minimum daily rest periods.  

Under Italian law, several key rights contained in the Working Time Directive, such as the 
48-hour limit to average weekly working time and minimum daily rest periods of 11 
consecutive hours, do not apply to "managers" operating within the National Health 
Service. The Directive does allow Member States to exclude "managing executives or 
other persons with autonomous decision-taking powers" from these rights. However, 
doctors working in the Italian public health services are formally classified as "managers", 
without necessarily enjoying managerial prerogatives or autonomy over their own working 
time. 

In addition, Italian law contains other provisions and rules that exclude workers in the 
National Health Service from the right to minimum daily and weekly rest. After receiving 
several complaints, the Commission requested Italy to take the necessary measures to 
ensure that national law comply with the Directive in a 'reasoned opinion' sent in May 
2013 (MEMO/13/470).  

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:32003L0088:en:NOT
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-13-470_en.htm?locale=en
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Background 
The Working Time Directive entitles workers, on health and safety grounds, to work a 
maximum of 48 hours per week on average, including any overtime. The Directive also 
entitled workers to a minimum of 11 hours’ uninterrupted rest per day, and a minimum 
additional uninterrupted weekly rest of 24 hours. There is some flexibility to postpone 
minimum rests for justified reasons, but only condition that the worker can still take all the 
missed rest hours soon afterwards.  

Employed doctors have at all times been covered by the Working Time Directive. However, 
for doctors in training, the limit to working time was phased in gradually, under special 
rules, over the period 2000-2009. Since 1 August 2009, the 48-hour limit applies to 
doctors in training (in a small number of Member States, not including Italy, a transitional 
limit of 52 hours continued to apply till 31 July 2011). The Directive’s rules on minimum 
rest periods have applied in full to doctors in training in all EU Member States since 1 
August 2004. 

For more information 
Working Time Directive 

http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?langId=en&catId=860 

More information on infringement procedures  

On the general infringement procedure: MEMO/12/12 
On the February infringement package decisions: MEMO/14/116 
Subscribe to the European Commission's free e-mail newsletter on employment, social 
affairs and inclusion  

László Andor's website 

Follow László Andor on Twitter 

 

 

Contacts : 
Jonathan Todd  (+32 2 299 41 07) 
Cécile Dubois  (+32 2 295 18 83) 
For the public: Europe Direct by phone 00 800 6 7 8 9 10 11 or by e-mail 
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